CEHMM

505 Morth Main Street, Carlsbad, NM 88220 » 575-885-3700 » www.cehmm,org

Lesser Prairie-Chicken and Dunes Sagebrush
Lizard Candidate Conservation Agreement
and Candidate Conservation
Agreement with Assurances

Monthly Report
December 2018

Lesser prairie-chickens (LPC) utilizing a stock tank



Table of Contents

Conservation ivities and Monitoring.,

il Page Center of Excellence—CEHMM



This page intertionally beft biank,

i) Pagn Canler of Excellence—CEHMM



andidate Conservation Agreements (CCAs) allow the US Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice (FWS), the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM), and the Center of Excellence (CEHMM)
to work in cooperation and consultation with private
land owners and industry in support of conservation
measures for the Lesser Prairie-Chicken (Tympanuchus
pallidicinctus) (LPC) and the Dunes Sagebrush Lizard
(Sceloporus arenicolus) (D5SL), which were warranted
for listing under the Endangered Species Act of 1973,  The Dunes Sagebrush Lizard is

as amended (16 U.S.C. § 1531, et seq.). CCAs: native to a small area of south-
geastern New Mexico and West
« Develop, coordinate, and implement conservation Texas.

actions, which reduce and/or eliminate known
threats to the LPC and D5SL in New Mexico on federal, state, and private surface
and minerals;

species in currently occupied and suitable habitats; .

Support ongoing efforts to re-establish and maintain viable populations of both

« Encourage development and protection of suitable LPC and DSL habitat by giving .
Participating Cooperators incentives to implement specific conservation measures.

Under the CCA, federal lessees, operators, or permittees that join by voluntarily sign-
ing a Certificate of Participation (CP) receive a high degree of certainty that additional
restrictions would not be placed on their otherwise
legal activities if either species is listed. The compan-
ion Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assuranc-
es (CCAA) provides incentives for voluntary conserva-
tion of species-at-risk on non-federal lands. Under the
CCAA, the lessee, owner or permittee voluntarily com-
mits to implement specific conservation measures on

non-federal lands for the species by signing a Certifi-

The Lesser Prairie-Chicken is native  capa of Inclusion (Cl). Under the CCAA, if either spe-
to parts of Colorado, Kansas, New

; cies is listed, private landowners receive assurances
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas.
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that additional restrictions would not be placed on their otherwise legal activities.
Without regulatory assurances, landowners may be unwilling to initiate conservation
measures for these species. In both cases, signing up for the CCA or CCAA is volun-
tary.

CEHMM is the Federal permit holder for these agreements and is responsible for im-
plementing, monitoring, and reporting on projects completed with CCA/A funds
(Figure 1). CEHMM is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation based in Carlsbad, New
Mexico. CEHMM'’s participation allows for a federally approved, independently au-
dited financial management system to provide for fund management and admin-
istration.

The following monthly report details projects funded and completed with CCA/A
funds as well as every day implementation of the agreements including activities
such as moving wells out of DSL habitat. For more details on the CCA programs, visit
our website at www.cehmm.org.

Benefits of Candidate Conservation Agreement Programs
= Voluntary
= Provides on-the-ground conservation

= Landscape based approach

¥ .
=3 A"{}WS land- Phate courtesy Grani Beaupres

|

&= .3l owners and industry to continue work on
g

the ground

= Aims to prevent listing
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Conservation Activities and Monitoring

CCA/A - District 1 - South of Hwy 380

» Habitat and Grazing Monitoring

Forage utilization monitoring was completed at 23 sites on three enrolled ranches.
Data indicates that all ranches are achieving their forage utilization conservation
measures (45%) as described in the CCA/CCAA.

Preparation of monitoring sites for forage utilization during the winter of 2019-2020
was completed at 59 sites on seven enrolled ranches.

CCA/A - District 2 - North of Hwy 380

CHEMM personnel started working on 2019 project proposals.

CCA/A - District 1 and District 2 Combined

Work continues on the 2018 Annual Report.

Completed Projects December 2018

CCA/A - District 1 - South of Hwy 380

No projects were completed.

CCA/A - District 2 - North of Hwy 380

Mesquite Hand Treatment of Active Leks #1 = This project was funded in March 2017 for
5897,876.85. Seven 502-acre plots were hand treated for honey mesquite to total 3,514
acres (Figure 1). Many of these areas fall within the BLM Area of Critical Environmental Con-
cern (ACEC) and The Mature Conservancy (TNC)/Milnesand Prairie Preserve (MPP) which are
managed to benefit LPC habitat. This project was proposed to eliminate the encroachment
of mesquite on active leks to better enhance habitat, allowing for lekking, nesting, and
brood rearing. A proposal to remove the dead standing mesquite (DSM) will be presented
in the future.
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Funded Projects Awaiting Completion

CCA/A - District 1 - South of Hwy 380

Smith Ranch Water - This project was funded in July 2016 for $19,657.63. By introducing a
new water source in this pasture, other pastures with suitable and potentially suitable LPC
habitat will be relieved from grazing pressure by moving cattle into the pasture with the new
water (Figure 2). This will increase the productivity of vegetation that the LPC relies on for
nesting and brood rearing. CEHMM will develop a bid proposal for contractors. National En-
vironmental Policy Act (NEPA) was completed in August 2017, The project has been put on
hold pending further discussions with the Participating Cooperator.

Pearce Water — This project was funded in August 2014 for $200,000 to allow the Partici-
pating Cooperator to improve their grazing management strategy (Figure 2). The strategy
implemented includes short durations of grazing followed by long periods of relief from graz-
ing pressure. A different pasture is getting at least 12 consecutive months of rest each year,
and all others include long rest periods during the growing season. By implementing this
type of strategy, nesting and brood rearing substrate for LPC is less susceptible to drought
and is more productive due to the long periods of rest involved in this type of management
strategy. In order to continue to implement these practices, a more productive water system
is necessary. The Pearce water well was drilled to a depth of 380 feet into a water bearing
zone in a sandstone formation. A pump test was conducted, with the well maintaining a flow
rate of one gallon per minute. Drilling mud was cleaned out of the well with no increase in
the flow rate. CEHMM will set the pump in the well to pump into a storage tank provided by
the Participating Cooperator. One bid was received to install a solar powered pump and pan-
els at a location where a windmill was removed. A purchase order was sent to the winner of
the bid. The installation of the pump and panels is to be scheduled in January 2019.

CCA/A - District 2 - North of Hwy 380

Mesquite Hand Treatment of Active Leks #2 — The ranking team has approved hand treat-
ment of additional leks. This project was funded in August 2017 for $745,470.00. CEHMM
and the ranking team are in the process of identifying leks to be treated. This project was
proposed to eliminate the encroachment of mesquite on active leks to better enhance habi-
tat, allowing for lekking, nesting, and brood rearing.
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‘njects Awaitin etion

CCA/A - District 1 - South of Hwy 380

K. James Wildlife Water Amendment—This project was funded in June 2018, and consists of
CEHMM contracting the installation of approximately 1.25 miles of water line and installing
a solar powered submersible pump, a solar powered booster pump, and a 200-300 gallon
tire trough with a satellite water (Figure 2). The Participating Cooperator is providing in kind
services consisting of plumbing the trough, removing a windmill, and providing a storage
tank. The project was funded for $39,451.89. This will provide water for the LPC in times of
drought, and allow an area to be grazed that is not currently being utilized due to the dis-
tance from existing livestock water sources. By allowing this area to be utilized, other areas
will not be grazed as heavily, leaving more residual vegetation for LPC nesting and brood
rearing. CEHMM received the signed project agreement from the Participating Cooperator.
The BLM has been contacted to proceed with the NEPA process. An onsite with BLM wildlife
staff, archaeologists, range staff, and CEHMM was completed in November to determine a
suitable route and stake the line for archaeological clearance. The route is still under review.

CCA/A - District Z - South of Hwy 380

Running N Mesquite #2 — This aerial treatment of 4,402 acres was approved and funded in
2018 for 5173,089.20 (Figure 3). A proposal to remove the DSM will be presented in the fu-
ture. A migratory bird survey will be completed prior to the aerial treatment to avoid
nesting birds. Water ponds will also be avoided. The majority of this enrolled acreage is in
CHAT 1. In 2018 there were two LPC leks observed. With the close proximity of detected
leks on neighboring properties, there is a high probability that more LPC are occupying this
enrolled acreage throughout different times of the year; therefore, this project can help im-
prove habitat connectivity for LPC. The southern portion of this enrolled acreage also falls
within the D5L polygon. There was one DSL location detected in 2011 on this enrolled acre-
age as well as other DSL locations detected to the south on neighboring properties in 2011
and 2013. Lek surveys, along with vegetation and forage utilization monitoring, will be con-
ducted in 2019, Conditions were not right for treatment in 2018 and will be reevaluated in
2019,
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Funded Projects Awaiting Completion

CCA/A - District 2 - North of Hwy 380

TNC Water — This project was approved and funded in 2018 for $52,830.44 to remove sev-
en small, worn out stock tanks and replace them with seven 20’ fiberglass stock tanks which
include built in bird escape ramps (Figure 3). This property is managed specifically to benefit
LPC habitat, and therefore provides a large area of suitable and occupied LPC habitat by ex-
ceeding vegetation and forage utilization goals. The implementation of these water projects
will anly help to further benefit the growing number of LPC on the property through proper
management. This enrolled acreage is in CHAT 1. In 2018 there were 29 LPC leks observed.
Lek surveys will be conducted in 2019. A portion of this enrolled acreage also falls within
the DSL polygon. There were four DSL locations detected on this enrolled acreage in 2012 as
well as other D5SL locations detected to the East on neighboring properties.

Mohon Water Tanks — This project was approved and funded in 2018 for 519,369.24 to re-
move one old stock tank that no longer holds water, improve the old pad, and replace the
old tank with a new 20’ fiberglass stock tank with a wildlife friendly escape ramp (Figure 3).
There will also be another 20 fiberglass tank with wildlife friendly escape ramp installed in
another area of the ranch that is coming out of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). In the
past, this property has exceeded vegetation and forage utilization goals. However, much of
this ranch was enrolled in CRP, which caused certain areas to be over-utilized at times. Im-
plementation of this project will allow better distribution in one such area, while providing a
water source in an area that has come out of CRP. This will allow for implementation of a
better rest/rotation pattern, which can improve previously over-utilized areas through long-
er periods of rest. Although there were no LPC detected during lekking season, this proper-
ty borders other enrolled properties and a PCA with documented leks. With the close prox-
imity of detected leks on neighboring properties, there is a high probability that LPC occupy
this enrolled acreage throughout different times of the year; therefore, this project can help
improve habitat connectivity for LPC. The completion of this project will also help to im-
prove LPC habitat for lekking, nesting and brood-rearing on the property through proper
management. This enrolled acreage is in CHAT 1. Lek surveys, along with vegetation and
forage utilization monitoring, will be conducted in 2018,
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Funded Projects Awaiting Completion
CCA/A - District Z - North of Hwy 380

M. Coombes Water #1 North — This project was approved and funded in 2018 for
$141,205.21 (Figure 3). Three unreliable windmills will be removed and replaced with three
solar pumps; eight small, leaky stock tanks will be replaced with eight 20 fiberglass tanks
with wildlife escape ramps; a new water point with a 20 fiberglass stock tank and one 12’ x
20" storage tank will be added; and 3,900 feet of pipeline will be added to connect with an
existing pipeline. This property was damaged by the recent wildfires in the area. Prior to the
fires, the Coombes property was exceeding vegetation and forage utilization goals. The im-
plementation of this project will allow continued benefits to LPC habitat through proper
management. Although there were no LPC detected during lekking season, with the close
proximity of detected leks on neighboring properties to the immediate east and west, there
is a high probability that LPC occupy this enrolled acreage throughout different times of the
year; therefore, this project can help improve habitat connectivity for LPC. This enrolled
acreage is in CHAT 1. Lek surveys will be conducted in 2019.

M. Coombes Water #2 North — This project was approved and funded in 2018 for
$59,911.47 to remove two unreliable windmills and add two solar pumps, install one 20° fi-
berglass stock tank with wildlife escape ramp, and add one 12° x 20" storage tank (Figure 3).
Prior to the wildfires that damaged the property this year, the Coombes property was ex-
ceeding vegetation and forage utilization goals. The implementation of this project will allow
continued benefits to LPC habitat through proper management. Although there were no
LPC detected during lekking season, with the close proximity of detected leks on neighbor-
ing properties to the immediate east and west, there is a high probability that LPC occupy
this enrolled acreage throughout different times of the year; therefore, this project can help
imprave habitat connectivity for LPC. This enrolled acreage is in CHAT 1. Lek surveys will be
conducted in 2019.
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Funded Projects Awaiting Completion

CCA/A - District 2 - North of Hwy 380

Weinheimer Fence & Water — This project was approved and funded in 2018 for $89,395.41
to install 3.25 miles of new, wildlife friendly interior fencing; install two 20’ fiberglass stock
tanks with wildlife friendly escape ramps; remove and replace an old, inadequate windmill
with a solar pump; and install a storage tank (Figure 3). The fence was completed on Sep-
tember 11, 2018. The Weinheimer ranch has met the vegetation and forage utilization goals
of the CCA/A, but was approaching the utilization limit. This was largely due to inadequate
infrastructure throughout the ranch and heavy mesquite encroachment, leading to over-
utilization of much of the ranch. Implementing this project will help to improve grazing dis-
tribution across the property, providing much-needed rest in critical areas. Although there
were no LPC detected during lekking season, this property borders other enrolled properties
with documented leks. With the close proximity of detected leks on neighboring properties
to the northeast, east, and southeast, there is a high probability that LPC occupy this en-
rolled acreage throughout different times of the year; therefore, this project can help im-
prove habitat connectivity for LPC. The completion of this project will also improve LPC hab-
itat on the property itself with proper management. Lek surveys will be conducted in 2019.
About half of this enrolled acreage is in CHAT 1 and the other half in CHAT 3, with the north-
east corner showing connectivity. Part of this ranch also falls within the DSL polygon.

Weinheimer Interior Fence — This project was approved and funded in 2018 for
$110,486.94 to install approximately 7.5 miles of new wildlife friendly fencing and to remove
approximately 1.25 miles of old, dilapidated fence (Figure 3). Work has commenced on this
project as of July 17, 2018. As of October 2018, 5.5 miles have been completed. The Wein-
heimer ranch has met the vegetation and forage utilization goals of the CCA/A, but was ap-
proaching the utilization limit. This was largely due to inadequate infrastructure throughout
the ranch and heavy mesquite encroachment, leading to over-utilization of much of the
ranch. Implementing this project will help to improve grazing distribution across the proper-
ty, providing much-needed rest in critical areas. Although there were no LPC detected during
lekking season, this property borders other enrolled properties with documented leks. With
the close proximity of detected leks on neighboring properties to the northeast, east, and
southeast, there is a high probability that LPC occupy this enrolled acreage throughout
different times of the year: therefore, this project can help improve habitat connectivity for
LPC. The completion of this project will improve LPC habitat on the property itself with
proper management, Lek surveys will be conducted in 2019. About half of this enrolled
acreage is in CHAT 1 and the other half in CHAT 3, with the northeast corner showing con-
nectivity. Part of this ranch also falls within the DSL polygon.
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Funded Projects Awaiting Completion

CCA/A - District 2 - North of Hwy 380

Peterson-Buffington Fence Repair — This project was approved and funded in 2018 for
226,945.01 to replace 1.25 miles of boundary fence between two enrolled ranches, that was
lost in a wildfire earlier this year (Figure 3). The team also approved repair of a recently in-
stalled fence, also damaged in the wildfire, that needed new posts, H-braces, and corners.
Although both the Buffington and Bilbrey properties have exceeded vegetation and forage
utilization goals in the past, the wildfire caused severe damage to both properties. The im-
plementation of this project will help them continue to meet or exceed goals through proper
management. This enrolled acreage is in CHAT 1. While there has been only one LPC lek ob-
served in 2016 on the Buffington property, multiple active leks are present on the Bilbrey
property, and the property borders two large New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
(NMDGF) Prairie Chicken Areas (PCAs) with documented leks. With the close proximity of
detected leks on neighboring properties, there is a high probability that LPC accupy this en-
rolled acreage throughout different times of the year; therefore, this project can help im-
prove habitat connectivity for LPC. Lek surveys will be conducted in 2019. Proper grazing
management without the fear of trespass grazing, along with the cooperation of the primary
landowner and their neighbors, will indirectly benefit not only the LPC, but all grassland flo-
ra and fauna by conserving native vegetation species to be used by all wildlife, while provid-
ing vital nesting/brood-rearing habitat for the LPC,

M. Coombes Boundary Fence-Removal North — This project was approved and funded in
2018 for $281,631.81 to remove and replace 12.5 miles of old, ineffective boundary fence
with new wildlife friendly fence (Figure 3). This fence borders five other CEHMM enrolled
properties and three NMDGF properties that have active or recent leks present. This prop-
erty was also damaged by the recent wildfires in the area. Prior to the fires, the Coombes
property was exceeding vegetation and forage utilization goals. The implementation of this
project will allow continued benefits to LPC habitat, while removing derelict fencing that is a
danger to all wildlife, and keeping trespass cattle from damaging habitat. Although there
were no LPC detected during lekking season, with the close proximity of detected leks on
neighboring properties to the immediate East and West, there is a high probability that LPC
occupy this enrolled acreage throughout different times of the year; therefore, this project
can help improve habitat connectivity for LPC. The completion of this project will also help
improve LPC habitat for lekking, nesting and brood-rearing on the property through proper
management. This enrolled acreage is in CHAT 1. Lek surveys will be conducted in 2019.
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Education

Audubon of New Mexico Education/Outreach Manager is initiating Audubon's plans for the
cca/A funded project "Engaging Community in Conservation Education”. They are develop-
ing a high school environmental education program to be delivered to local students within
historic and current Lesser Prairie-Chicken/Dunes Sagebrush Lizard habitat in New Mexico.
This program will target the following New Mexico high schocls: Dora, Floyd, Elida, Portales,
and Carlsbad Early College High School with the intent to engage at least one class in each
school by the end of the contract period. Audubon has provided a project update including
a draft curriculum, which was sent to the ranking team for review.

Operations Moved out of DSL Habitat

Construction of well pads and roads for oil and gas development in D5L habitat poses a seri-
ous threat to a species which depends on a very specialized dynamic habitat. Due to the se-
verity of the loss of DSL habitat from development, enrollees have agreed to conservation
measures including no-surface occupancy within 30 meters of suitable or occupied D5L hab-
itat. CEHMM attends onsites with enrolled companies to help site roads, pads, pipelines,
and power lines in areas that are in near proximity to suitable and occupied habitat. During
the onsite, CEHMM helps to determine suitability of the habitat and ensure that the compa-
nies avoid the dunes by the required 30-meter buffer. If the disturbance is within the 30-
meter buffer, then the enrolled company, in order to comply with their agreements, must
relocate the disturbance to occur outside of the 30-meter buffer. The number of wells and
ROWSs moved out of D5L habitat below shows the importance of every day implementation
of the CCA/As to the conservation of the species.

Seismic Data

Federal Wells  State Wells ROWSs Acquisition
{Acres)
0
2010 79 0 0 1,454
2011 83 0 15 0
2012 65 22 1 0
2013 73 3 7 o
2014 77 B 1 0
2015 36 37 B8 0
2016 B0 15 0 0
2017 5 0 0 0
2018 0 0 0 0
Total 498 23 92 4,354
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Reclamation/Restoration

In areas of loose and sandy soil, oil and gas well pads and roads are constructed from cali-
che, which is a layer of calcium carbonate that is precipitated below the soil surface
through evaporation in arid environments. Caliche makes an ideal substrate for roads; it
becomes almost impenetrable when compacted with heavy equipment. When compa-
nies construct these roads and well pads in LPC and DSL habitat, this impenetrable layer
fragments the habitat. Reclamation of these wells and pads removes the caliche from the
surface using heavy equipment. By removing the caliche pads and roads, fragmentation
in LPC and DSL habitat is reduced or eliminated. Once the caliche is removed, reseeding
with native vegetation occurs which speeds up the process of rehabilitating the disturbed
areas. The table below details the reclamation treated to date through the CCA/A agree-

ments.

Total Acres Treated for Entire Project

Roads and Pads Caliche H_e_m:u'al and Reseeding (Number)  154.00

- Mesquite (Acres) 91,390.00
| Dead _Sta_l_ndil_'ll_;_MesquitE Eradication (Acres) 5,104.70
| Yueea (Acres) 120.00

Well /ROW /Frac Pond Deductions

Industry Participating Cooperators are assessed fees for surface disturbing activities, which
CEHMM assesses on a monthly basis. New surface disturbances include, but are not lim-
ited to wells, Rights of Way (ROW), and frac ponds. The fees assessed are then deducted
from the Participating Cooperator’s CCA/A Habitat Conservation Fund at the end of each
month. A copy of the deductions are sent to Participating Cooperators for verification. If a
Participating Cooperator has a positive Habitat Conservation Fund balance, then the fees are
deducted from that Participating Cooperator's Habitat Conservation Fund. If the company
does not have a positive Habitat Conservation Fund balance, the company is issued an in-
voice for the amount of the remaining balance, The tables below show fees assessed for

surface disturbing activities.
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Total Deductions for December 2018

5324,750.00

Total Deductions for 2018

53,565,500.00

Total Deductions for Entire Project

$21,907,081.96
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Enrollment Numbers

*NMDGF acres ore included in the rancher numbers

TOTAL HABITAT ENROLLMENT ACRES
Total LPC/DSL habitat acres enrolled by Industry 1,922,887
Total LPC/DSL habitat acres enrolled by Ranchers 1,862,987
Total LPC/DSL CCA habitat acres enrolled by Industry and Ranchers 1,349,890
Total LPC/DSL CCAA habitat acres enrolled by Industry and Ranchers 1,636,705
Total LPC/D5L CCAA habitat acres enrolled by the NMSLO 406,672
Total LPC/DSL CCA/A habitat acres enrolled by Industry, Ranchers 2 459,438
{and NMDGF), and NMSLO e

fﬂ.'.il. ACRES % ACRES ENROLLED
Total DSL habitat acres in NM* B68.618

DSL habitat acres enrolled by Ranchers CCAJA 583,422 57.2%
D5L habitat acres enrolled by Ranchers in BLM RMPA 522,112 B0.2%
D5L habitat acres enrolled by Industry CCA/A 426,546 49.1%
DSL habitat acres enrolled by Industry in the BLM RMPA 373,974 43.7%
|DSL habitat acres enrolled by NMSLO 179,232 10.6%
Total DSL CCA/SA habitat acres enrolled by Industry,

[Ranchers (and NMDGF), and NMSLO FRa) el
ILF‘E ACRES % ACRES ENROLLED
Total LPC habitat acres in estimated occupied range 2,069,954

(EOR)

ILF1I:I habitat acres enrolled by Industry in EOR 508,737 24.6%

¥ Ty

LPC habitat acres enrolled by Ranchers in EOR 876,154 42.3%
LPC habitat acres enrolled by NMSLO in EOR 348,551 16.8%
Total LPC CCA/A habitat acres in EOR enrolled by Indus-

try, Ranchers (and NMDGF), and NMSLO 1,152,030 55.7%

*This acreage is based on the Texas ARM D5 polygon utilized by the BLM, which inchedes a one-male buffer around the paly-
g,
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Enrollment Numbers

*NMDGF acres are included in the rancher numbers

[EOR + 10

ACRES % ACRES ENROLLED
otal LPC habitat acres in estimated occupied range + 10 s

mile buffer (EOR10) iy

ILPC habitat acres enrolled by Industry in EOR10 1,626,894 23.7%

|LP-C habitat acres enrolled by Ranchers in EOR1D 1,643,608 23.9%

|LPC habitat acres enrolled by NMSLO in the EOR10 406,672 5.9%

otal LPC CCA/A habitat acres in EOR10 enrolled by Indus-

|;rr'_|,-', Ranchers (and NMDGF), and NMSLO HDAI e
IHISTORICAL ACRES % ACRES ENROLLED
Total LPC habitat acres in historic range 13,650,507

LPC habitat acres enrolled by Industry in historic range 1,922,887 14.1%

LPC habitat acres enrolled by Ranchers in historic range 1,862,987 13.6%
Total LPC habitat acres enrolled by Industry in BLM RMPA 951,548 T.0%
Total LPC habitat acres enrolled by Ranchers in BLM 1168738 e
EMPA

ICHAT 1 ACRES % ACRES ENROLLED
Total acres in CHAT 1 783,740

LPC habitat acres enrolled by Industry in CHAT 1 138,464 17.7%

LPC habitat acres enrolled by Ranchers in CHAT 1 345,425 24.2%

LPC habitat acres enrolled by NMSLO in CHAT 1 153,725 19.5%

Total LPC CCA/A habitat acres in CHAT 1 enrolled by In- Frte i
dustry, Ranchers (and NMDGF), and NM5LO : j

Total LPC CCA/A habitat acres in CHAT 1 enrolled by In-

dustry and Ranchers (and NMDGF) s sl
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Enrollment Numbers

"NMDGF acres are included in the roncher numbers

CHAT 2 ACRES % ACRES ENROLLED
Total acres in CHAT 2 703,799

ILPC habitat acres enrolled by Industry in CHAT 2 43,625 6.2%

LPC habitat acres enrolled by Ranchers in CHAT 2 69,779 9.9%

LPC habitat acres enrolled by NMSLO in CHAT 2 54,450 7.7%

Total LPC CCA/A habitat acres in CHAT 2 enrolled by In-

dustry, Ranchers (and NMDGF), and NMSLO e o R

Total LPC CCA/A habitat acres in CHAT 2 enrolled by In- SoNaRs P
idustry and Ranchers (and NMDGF) i ;

CHAT 3 ACRES % ACRES ENROLLED
Total acres in CHAT 3 3,713,608

LPC habitat acres enrolled by Industry in CHAT 3 1,147,732 30.9%

LPC habitat acres enrolled by Ranchers in CHAT 3 1,070,180 2B.8%

LPC habitat acres enrolled by NMSLO in CHAT 3 175,238 0.47%

Total LPC CCA/A habitat acres in CHAT 3 enrolled by In-

dustry, Ranchers [and NMDGF), and NMSLO hAhE i)

Total LPC CCA/A habitat acres in CHAT 3 enrolled by In-

qustr}r and Ranchers (and NMDGF) ATRL W
ICHAT 4 ACRES % ACRES ENROLLED
Total acres in CHAT 4 1,494,003
EE habitat acres enrolled by Industry in CHAT 4 275,382 18.4%
ILPE habitat acres enrolled by Ranchers in CHAT 4 133,730 9.0%

LPC habitat acres enrolled by NMSLO in CHAT 4 23,260 1.6%

Total LPC CCA/A habitat acres in CHAT 4 enrolled by In-

dustry, Ranchers (and NMDGF), and NMSLO Mo il

Total LPC CCA/A habitat acres in CHAT 4 enrolled by In-

dustry and Ranchers (and NMDGF) e hem
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Signature

If you have any questions, please call Whit Storey at (575) 885-3700 or Kyle Dillard at {5753) 675-2324.

signed: ﬁmd_ﬁgiw I g
Emily Wirth, EXecutive Director

Date: Hq }ﬂﬂl‘l
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Conservation Benefits

Grazing Management  ceymm 4

e s s e S )

The lesser praise-chicken (LPC) occupies four
ecoregions in the Great Plaims,  In exstemn Mew
Mcid and wisdl Texas, Mis région i known as “Sand
Shinnery Oak Praine” (SS0P) and is dominated by
shinneny 0k, sanditeg-biuesiem, i biussiem, sand
drop seed and sand sapebiush. Fanching i the mosd
BEaTaTsOn s of 1his axpanss of land Grazng a8
A consenvation ool the LPC B an essenlial

Certer of Excedlente (CEHMM) and LIS Figh and
Widlde Service (FWS) a5 a lop 10 nsure
adequats habital for 28 e siages of the 5

20| Page

Benefits of Susiainable Grazing
#  Improved rangetand for wildife and ranching
operalions
= Imporvied quality and quantity of forage
»  Heterogenic Bncscaes for a8 grasstand
SpECes.
» Dvought resilency.

Corstenyicn Banafitt’ Grasmg Mansgenerd

Center of Excellence—CEHMM
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Range Conservationisi Spotight:

CEHMM District 2
Josh Rickiels

Sustainable Grazing and the Lesssr Prairis Chicken
“Grazing practices ulilizing o restiofabion paliern, pﬂnﬂ'

grasng
sudficiant hagly and dansily Bl [ lasssr Arnite.chician
can uidize for pesting, brood-reaning, ond concealment fnom
polential threads. Thes alzo helps the mncher by acting as 2
crougis coniingency plan, &= e rangeiana will be in befter
condiion whan o douphl svenl oocors. The: vepsiation will
ais0 be more nesliend and wil be alie B0 respond beder ance
droupld condifions and  Throogh vepeiaion mondoning,
CEHMM can frevacs akong wilh current msrtad data
o assisf ranchars in planveing o thess svenls. mpmved
arxd new infrasiruciors i progects Twoogh CCA funding
ofso afiows the mancher o implemenl susiainabls gracing
mnnmammmwmw

%ﬂ*#—fﬁi%_*fﬁ

The dunes Bagebnush

is & seconclary beneficary of FEzng.
ABention o the beaiment of ther very specialiosd
habitat and abilfy to sureey on pivale lands has
increased survey mumbers and knowledge in this

Praiin enurissy of Mke H

kzord, B species of concem,
sustanahie

CICazs

21l Page

woimtary
Carificate of Inclusion (C1), which applies to anrolled
ranches on m stale andior deeded kands,

Tio keam mome about DCAM, msistance, contad] your ool
CEHMA office:
Déstrict 1 - STS-SB5-XT00
Destrict 2 = STE-E75-T124
Wisil s Al wak SaheT B0

<R i VA WO WUl s

Conservation Senefitn: Grazing Management

-
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Conservation Benefits

¥ Mesquite Removal CEHMM

Honey Mesaute (Prosapis spp) is universally
accepled as an invasie and highly compatitive shrub
that may readily encroach onte BINdscapes thal &d not
Ristcncally Suppo the species. Ths Lndstapa has
efpenented iNterde JEturbancs of changes in nasural
gCOIDgIcal processes over a significant period of Bme
Through interspeciic competiion with other benefickal
plant spadies mesquite has moreased in frequency,
and subsequentty Bd 1o a iransion from grasstand
landscapes into shrubfgrassiancs which = ess
desirabls for grassiand birds, specifically bessar
prairie-chickens (LPC). Ressarch shows that LPC
avold areas wih more than 1% mesgquite canopy
cover dug o changes in wemical obstruction and
conversion to shrub-dominabed landscapes, which
greatly limits desirable habitat for this species

Migude sulcompelas desirable grasses and fors,
et reducing quality and quantity of nesting habitat
for LPC. Removal of reduction of mesaquite in lesser
praine-chicken habitat, folowed with proped grazing
management, can increXxse production  and
compasition which will benedit orassiand spacies.

Fragmeniabon and loas of kabial for the lesser
pramie-chicken is consacemnd & maor cous o e
desciing in populaton of Tes grassiand bind scross
T Fanipe.

il

= el
- — g

= A= =

i

Mesguite shalson lolowing a successiul harbizide
et

ConsanDoon Bamafts Masgiete Memowa

xcellence—CEHMM



LPC Biologist Highhght
Blake Grizham, PhD. Teras Tech Unhersly

o S o St o S s T
*Mepguste removal B mosd banslcial for Jesser prame-
cheohens i ordad wilten T=2 méer of ¢x130Ng. oCive BoRs |
Corlamporiy Svidencs sugpests mesgufe ancroachmssy | |
i EaS SLFTDUNGngG ks COLSAS BLter FRrE-CRRNans 0
CONrnEn fhodr Spa0s wEs i9 Srdad willoul mesgule Also
and more imporinly, mesguite cominaied landscapes |
[=25% mesquite Cover af any scals] ans siracturally difemenl

than grossionds, and reseacth thows ol ELpey Drimne-
dm i) hruls aisey 1329 inches il kv
e o bt oy scacges. Toa banests o | | CEHMM's Approach to Mesquite Control
mesguile nemoval for s ser prnaris.civckens ot manimioed !
A B shalafan of FEadeg pIanrT 8ne Compis tely remcvest « Agnal herbicide B

FPosi-Ireatmend cane wa managed gracing and prescribed = Hand appieation of harkicide
B i highdy recommended o phve bensficadl prasses and )
forbs ihe competive acvanfage Over mesquily in freated Asrial application is the least expensive method to
arsas ower fime Bayond -1 miles of existing, Sofive baks, control mesgute because [arge areas with high

tarpeding areas Defween octivs leks in sancy sodiy thal | denafies can be reated. The ability to perorm asnial
confain mesquite 5 on emcellent sfradegy o promole applications & Emsted by plant heath, precipitation,

mmmmwm“m | temperature and wind speed. Ceftain threshoids
Shrary Gk econeion i New Merico and Texss. within these limitations must be met 1o ensure that the
treatment will be successtul

Hand appcation may be pedormed 31 Sy Gme of the
vear. This method produces 3 higher percent kill of
individual plants due 10 the abilty of drectly applying
e chemical 10 each plant. Cost per acré B

appreciaily higher han aerial applcations and armallar
areas with lower densities must bé targeted

CEHMM's Approach to Removal of Dead
Standing Mesquite

+  Shredding-hiowing

Once the mesguile plant B dead, the skeleton of tha
plant is still a wartcal obetrucSon and miest be femoved
10 actually deliver a consenvation banefit B the LPC,
CEHMBM mums o past herbicide treatments and
removes. the dead standing mesquite,

Conservation Benefits:

«  Improved grassiands habaat for lesser ! To beam more about CCATA pasistance, corach your local
prarie-chickens, - CEHMA office’ .l &
¥ INCHeasE grassianas fﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂj‘ 'ﬁl:l'uﬁﬂ Disirict 1 = 575-885.3
conaiticns. Diirict 2 = 5T5-675-2104
v Remones vertical obstructon. Wisd Uy of W Cohmm o
b Consersatdh Banafila Mesouse Ramoyal

e e e e S S
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